No place for
cycling racing
on Greenway

TN RECENT months there has been
increasing local concern about
conflict between cyclists and others
users of the Chester Millennium
Greenway shared-use paths.

Chester Cycling Campaign
denounces reckless cycling in allits
forms.

The Greenway is not suitable for
cycling athigh speed orinlarge
groups which take up the full width of
the path, particularly inthe heavily
used urban sections.

The dangers are obvious and could
have serious consequences for all
parties involved in a collision.

The Greenway is frequently used by
leisure and family cyclists, with many
children learning to cycle on the
traffic-free path.

Pedestrians are often unaware that
a cyclistis approaching from the rear,
and imay be shocked when passed by
atspeed.

Cycle racing has no place on a busy
path shared with pedestrians, dog
walkers and wheelchair users and we
are therefore very concerned by the
recent trend of using the Greenway
for time trials.

Two recent incidents in particular
have resulted in pedestrians being
knocked down by speeding cyclists.

Tt must be acknowledged that
walkers can also be at fault (by
wearing headphones, by not paying
attention to their considerate use of
the path, or by allowing dogs to run
freely or at the end of longleads) and

such behaviour can also contribiite to
incidents. However, as bicycles have
the greater potential to create injury,
whether initiated by their riders’
actions ornot, then cyclists must take
the lead in sharing the path
responsibly.

Understanding and consideration is
required by all users, and
consequently the Chester Cycling
Campaign fully supports the code of
conductdeveloped by Sustrans and
urges all local cyclists to comply with
this code in the interest of friendly
and safe use of the valuable resource
represented by the Greenway and
other local shared-use paths.

In summary the Sustrans code for
cyclists using shared-use paths states
that as eyclists tend to be the fastest

‘movers on shared use paths they

should:

@ Give way to pedestrians and
wheelchair users

@ Take care around horse-riders
leaving them plenty of room

@ DBe courteous and patient with
pedestrians and other slower moving
path users

® Slow down as needed when spaceis

- limited orifyou cannotsee clearly

ahead

® Be particularly careful at junctions,
bends, entrances onto the path, or
any other ‘blind spots’ where people
{including children) could appear
withoutwarning

® Keep to the correct side of any
dividing line

@ Carry abelland useitor an audible

greeting —avoid surprising peaple, or
horses

@® Nol assume people can see or hear
you - remember that people may be
hard of hearing or visually impaired
@ Use lights in dull and dark weather

{o make sure they can easily be seen
® Ride in single tile and break up
large groups, when approaching -
pedestrians.

Like many aspects of life, this all
comes down to common sense and
respect for others.

Cestrians are encouraged to follow
the example of continental Furope
where shared road space and
pavements is often the norm

If cyclists are considerate by
sounding awarning, slowing down,
and giving way when approaching
pedestrians, then conflict can easily
be avoided.

Stephen Perry,
For Chester Cycling Campaign.

What about
‘share with
care

I HAVE been using the Greenway
path sinceitfirstopened, both with
and withouta dog.

On Monday, July 12, at 7.30am my
dogwas hit by a cyclist, an accident
which broke his leg in two places.

The injury was so serious he was
referred to a specialistin St Helens.

The lady who hit him was not to
blame, but a speeding cyclist was
doing 25mph-plus on whatis a
pedestrian path. &

My dog was staying at my command
and when 1shouted at the cyclist to
slow down, he reacted to my voice
and ran in front of the other cyclist.

The lady was very kind and called
her hushand to take us home, for
which I was extremely grateful.

I know this pathis part of the cycle
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